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CGA Regulatory Alert (RA-148)
Safety Advisory: Unauthorized Certification of
Compressed Gas Cylinders
Safety Advisory Notice
On July 3, 2014, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) issued
the following Notice. CGA recommends all members review a copy of this Notice to determine
its applicability to them.
Excerpt from the Federal Register:
AGENCY: Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), DOT.
ACTION: Safety Advisory Notice.
SUMMARY: PHMSA is issuing this safety advisory to notify the public that any DOTSpecification or DOT-Special Permit high pressure compressed gas cylinder marked as
complying with the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR) by Always Safe Fire
Extinguisher and Safety, LLC (ASFES), Yonkers, New York is not authorized for the
transportation of hazardous materials in commerce. ASFES has never been authorized
by PHMSA to perform these regulatory functions.
Copies of this Notice can be found in the Federal Register on page 38126. The web site
address for the Federal Register is: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/. A full copy of the Federal
Register is attached.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration
[Docket No. PHMSA–2014–0089; Notice No.
14–10]

Safety Advisory: Unauthorized
Certification of Compressed Gas
Cylinders
Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration
(PHMSA), DOT.
ACTION: Safety Advisory Notice.
AGENCY:

PHMSA is issuing this safety
advisory to notify the public that any
DOT-Specification or DOT-Special
Permit high pressure compressed gas
cylinder marked as complying with the
Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR)
by Always Safe Fire Extinguisher and
Safety, LLC (ASFES), Yonkers, New
York is not authorized for the
transportation of hazardous materials in
commerce. ASFES has never been
authorized by PHMSA to perform these
regulatory functions.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patrick Durkin, Hazardous Materials
Investigator, Eastern Region, Office of
Hazardous Materials Safety, Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 820 Bear Tavern Road,
Suite 306, West Trenton, NJ 08034.
Telephone: (609) 989–2256, Fax: (609)
989–2277, or email: patrick.durkin@
dot.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Investigators from PHMSA’s Office of
Hazardous Materials Safety (OHMS)
recently conducted a compliance
inspection of Always Safe Fire
Extinguisher and Safety, LLC (ASFES),
41 Lockwood Avenue, Yonkers, NY
10701. As a result of that inspection,
PHMSA determined that ASFES marked
an unknown number of high pressure
compressed gas cylinders with
unauthorized markings. In addition,
ASFES did not have the requisite testing
equipment and could not provide
evidence to demonstrate that high
pressure compressed gas cylinders were
properly requalified in accordance with
the Hazardous Materials Regulations
(HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171–180).
ASFES was never approved by
PHMSA to either requalify or mark
DOT-specification or special permit
cylinders as being requalified. The
evidence suggests that ASFES stamped
the month (2 digits) and year (2 digits)
separated by a star, on DOT high
pressure gas cylinders. Only high
pressure cylinders serviced by ASFES
bearing these markings are affected.
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If the requalification is not performed
in accordance with the HMR, or in
accordance with the applicable special
permit, a cylinder with compromised
structural integrity may not be detected
and may be returned to service when it
should be condemned. Extensive
property damage, serious personal
injury, or death could result from
rupture of a cylinder.
If DOT-Specification or DOT-Special
permit cylinders have been serviced
from ASFES from calendar years 2008 to
present day, and have the marking
described above (i.e., 2-digit month—
star—2-digit year), these cylinders may
not have been properly tested as
prescribed by the HMR or by the
applicable special permit. These
cylinders should be considered unsafe
and not authorized for the filling of
hazardous material unless the cylinder
is first properly tested by an individual
or company authorized to requalify DOT
specification and special permit
cylinders.
Cylinders described in this safety
advisory that are filled with an
atmospheric gas should be vented or
otherwise safely discharged. Cylinders
that are filled with a material other than
an atmospheric gas should not be
vented but instead should be safely
discharged. If a cylinder contains a
hazardous material other than an
atmospheric gas and the testing facility
does not have the capability of safely
removing the hazardous material, the
requalifier must return the cylinder to
the origin for proper discharge of the
gas. For toxic gases in Hazard Zone A
or B, the cylinder must be cleaned in
accordance with the procedure
described in CGA pamphlet C–10. Prior
to refilling or continued use, the
cylinders must be taken to a DOTauthorized cylinder requalifier to ensure
their suitability for continued service. A
list of authorized requalifiers may be
obtained at this Web site: http://
www.phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/regs/sp-a/
approvals/cylinders.
Magdy El-Sibaie,
Associate Administrator for Hazardous
Materials Safety, Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration.
[FR Doc. 2014–15601 Filed 7–2–14; 8:45 am]

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Surface Transportation Board
[Docket No. AB 55 (Sub-No. 709X)]

CSX Transportation, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Marion
County, Indiana
CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) has
filed a verified notice of exemption
under 49 CFR part 1152 subpart F—
Exempt Abandonments to abandon an
approximately 1.49-mile rail line on the
Northern Region, Great Lakes Division,
Indianapolis Terminal Subdivision,
between north of West 29th Street,
milepost QIY 3.69, and the end of track
south of Langsdale Avenue, milepost
QIY 2.20, in Indianapolis, Marion
County, Ind. The line traverses United
States Postal Service Zip Code 46208.
CSXT has certified that: (1) no freight
traffic has moved over the line for at
least two years; (2) any overhead freight
traffic on the line can be rerouted over
other lines; (3) no formal complaint
filed by a user of rail service on the line
(or by a state or local government entity
acting on behalf of such user) regarding
cessation of service over the line either
is pending with the Surface
Transportation Board (Board) or with
any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of complainant within
the two-year period; and (4) the
requirements at 49 CFR 1105.7(c)
(environmental report), 49 CFR 1105.11
(transmittal letter), 49 CFR 1105.12
(newspaper publication), and 49 CFR
1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental
agencies) have been met.
As a condition to this exemption, any
employee adversely affected by the
abandonment shall be protected under
Oregon Short Line Railroad—
Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch
Between Firth & Ammon, in Bingham &
Bonneville Counties, Idaho, 360 I.C.C.
91 (1979). To address whether this
condition adequately protects affected
employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
must be filed.
Provided no formal expression of
intent to file an offer of financial
assistance (OFA) has been received, this
exemption will be effective on August 5,
2014, unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do
not involve environmental issues,1

BILLING CODE 4910–60–P

PO 00000

1 The Board will grant a stay if an informed
decision on environmental issues (whether raised
by a party or by the Board’s Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) in its independent investigation)
cannot be made before the exemption’s effective
date. See Exemption of Out-of-Serv. Rail Lines, 5
I.C.C. 2d 377 (1989). Any request for a stay should
be filed as soon as possible so that the Board may
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